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I live in a part of the country called New Age 
Land. People here are seekers after truth. That’s why 
they live here. They want answers to crucial questions 
in theirlives. Questions like: should I ask Jeannine to 
marry me? And: what numbers should I play in 
Megabucks? More and more, ourneighbors are finding 
answers to these and other daunting questions in one of 
the oldest answer-sheets of all — astrology. That’s 
why this columnis offering the following guide to astrology’s scientific and proven 
principles that can make your life the shining success you've always wanted. Itcan 
also reveal why you’re doomed to failure. 

Let me introduce myself: I’m an Aries (the Ram). This means I like to 
confront problems head-on. It alsomeans my haircontains lanolin. Actually, Aries 
(The Male Sheep) is my sun sign. Astologers everywhere agree it’s also important 
to know a person’s rising sign (the person or animal that wakes them up) as well 
as where their moon — or other important celestial object — is, in case they can’t 
find it. There are also “houses.” This is where the planets sleep when they’re not 
out interfering with people’s lives. Say Mars is in your 7th house, which is the 
house of pancakes, and Kandor-4 of the Klingon Empire is in your 8th house, the 
house of cards. You’d be in big trouble, because Klingons hate playing cards, 
especially when they know they could be right next door eating pancakes, if only 
you’d been borm a little later. 

Of course, different cultures have different names for the various zodiacal 
signs, planets, star clusters, and spaceships that make up a person’s astrological 
chart. In America, Aries — as noted above — is the Ram. Gemini is (or are) the 
Twins. The Hot Dog represents the Yankees, especially George Steinbrenner .. 
Steve Martin is The Jerk, ... and so on. 

For along time I was confused about the proper way to respond to the query 
“What’s your sign?” This innocent question used to be asked alot more in the 60s, 
when people went out /ooking for things more than they do now. Now there are just 
too many things, and people are trying to get rid of some of them, or at least hide 
them in the attic. In the olden days, when somebody asked me what my sign was, 
Lused to say, “No Spitting On Platform.” Now! simply tell them, using the formula 
outlined above, “I’m Aries (the Headbutter), with an opossum rising; Ineed anew 
roof in my third house, and Elvis is in the bathroom, resting comfortably.”” Then 
the person usually says, “Oh, I know an Aqueduct you should really meet....” And 
I say, “Thanks, I already met him. He’s a dweeb.” 

As you can see, there are dozens of important uses for astrological 
information. So do what most successful people do: Learn your own vital 
astrological data, then practice saying it in front of amirrorin yourownhome. That 
way, when you tell it to somebody at the next neighborhood cookout, you won’t 
start laughing and aspirate a forkful of cole slaw. 
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Hampshire County's 
small businesses 


And we want you for a customer too. So, 
now through March 3ist, we're bringing 
back our free phone system installation* 
offer. You'll save hundreds, even 
thousands. Plus, you'll get the AT&T 
Customer Satisfaction Guarantee. So 
call us today at (413) 527-1950 for details. 
And join all the businesses that are saving 
money with free installation of a new AT&T 
Small Business Phone System. 


*Wire and itsassociated installation charges not included. Cannot be combined 
with another promotion or discount-ATST phone system customers should ask 
about upgrade offers»; 


(413) 527-1950 
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Call me Ishmael. 

You can call me Ishmael. 

There are those Whe call me Ishmael. 
Ishmael's the name, whalin’s the game. 
The waves whispered Ishmael. 

Now, you can call me Ish and you 

can call me Mish 
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An original radio news satire to be aired on 
WMUA (91.1 FM), Thursday, April 1 at 6:30 pm. 
Listen. 
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LEA DELARIA COMES TO TOWN -- NOHO AMAZED 
Izzy Gesell spoke recently with Lea Delaria, survived, and filed this report: 


Comedian Lea Delaria loves visiting Northampton because it gives 
her a chance to see her favorite statue: the gay sailor in front of Memorial 
Hall. “Check it out,” she suggests. “Look at the way he’s got his hand 
turned. Definitely gay.” 

Not that she would encourage any lesbians who may have seen a 
recent TV report and plan to move to the Paradise of America. She advises: 
“Go to P-town instead. That 20/20 show was milquetoast and pitiful. The 
whole thing was eerie. Substitute ‘alien’ for ‘lesbian,’ and you could have 
had the same program. It was like all this town had were white, middle-class 
dykes.” . 

The calendar says Spring is retumming to the Valley, which meansit’s 
time for Delaria to come back to Northampton’s Center for the Arts, for 
performances on April 3 and 4. She’s working her way east from the left 
coast, performing in clubs and theaters, at festivals and golf tournaments. 
Huh? That’s right — golf. She co-hosted a show with Ellen DeGeneres at 
the Dinah Shore Open before eight thousand lesbians, which she describes 
as “like being at the Michigan Women’s Festival with shirts, meat, and 
electric guitars.” 

Politics — personal and political — is central to Delaria’s work. Of 
the new administration she says that she likes Bill Clinton, and loves “First 
Babe” Hillary because they represent such a change in age and attitudes. 
Also because Hillary is “the first First Lady who makes the beast with two 
backs.” 

Delaria has been described as “the lesbian Lenny Bruce.” Truths 
spew from her like teeth from a barroom brawler. She believes the Colorado 
gay-rights laws were defeated because the idea was pushed as a civil rights 
issue, when it was really a gay issue. “The attacks are not against humans,” 
she notes. ““They’re against gays. The people out there succumbed to their 
internalized homophobia.” She also has some news for those who worry 
about letting gays into the military. “Like there are a lot of straight gals,” 
she laughs, “who graduate from high school and go into the army.” 

On stage, Delaria is dynamic, and totally in charge about a subject 
that so often is about not being in charge. Her show is exciting because she 
treats comedy as a dialogue rather than a monologue. She has high 
expectations of her fans, and is a wizard at getting the audience immersed 
in the performance. 

She has had chances to be on the major TV comedy shows, but until 
very recently the invitation has always included the condition that she not 
use the “L” word, which she will not agree to. At this writing, however, 
major deals are being struck that will bring her and the “L” word into 
America’s living rooms on any number of channels. And when she does 
those shows, you can bet that — unlike most other comics — she won’t be 
talking about her last airplane trip. Unless it’s to mention her encounter with 
the hot flight attendant. 

Delaria’s audiences are mixed: men and women, gay and straight. 
There may even be men and women together, holding hands, kissing, 
laughing like they were at a Robin Williams show. Robin Williams? — oh, 
yeah ... that guy -- a/k/a the hetero Lea Delaria. 

(Delaria’ s manager wanted us to let people know that because Lea 
is being wooed by several major media, her Northampton appearance may 
be her last time touring and performing in clubs. Moral: if you wanna see 
her, do it now.) 
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Bulletin!!! As we went to press, we learned Lea Delaria will be on 
Arsenio Hall on March 30 or 31. Check it out! 
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Q. Eighty-five percent of all divorced 
people marry within five years. What 
proportion of those second marriages 
. Survive? 
A. About forty percent. 


The 132-yard sixth hole of the Green 
Zone Golf Course bulges over an 
international border. You tee off in 
Sweden and sink the putt in Finland. 
Some early American Indians desig- 
nated tribal clowns to work the group 
on ceremonial occasions. Medicine 
men knew how humor heals, so most 
of the clowns were doctors, and most 
of the doctors were clowns. 
More houses have microwaves than 
have dishwashers. 


Mahatma Gandhi said, “To the 
millions who have to go without two 
meals a day, the only acceptable form 
in which God dare appear is food.” 
Twenty-eight percent of the couples 
who divorce do so after seven years 
of marriage. 

In Duncan, Okla., it’s sdecifically 
illegal to wash your underwear in your 
birdbath. 
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Oliver Cromwell first decked out the 
English soldiers in red uniforms (the 
redcoats) to conceal the flow of blood 
from the wounded. 

What's your guess as to why the law 
in Princeton, Texas, makes it a crime 
to throw an onion? My guess is it was 
supposed to keep harvesters from 
ruining the crop. 

The World Rank Research Team 
reports that Japan has more alcohol- 
ics — 175 per 1,000 -- than any other 
nation. 

News makes up 73 percent of New 
Zealand's television programming. 
Only 2 percent of U.S. television is 
news. 

The joints in a flamingo’s legs lock. It 
has some sort of built-in gyroscope to 
keep its balance. A flamingo can 
stand on one leg for hours. 
Those who know a lot about animals 
say the duck-billed platypus is the only 
mammal that can detect electric fields. 
22 out of 25 people put on the right 
shoe first. 


New England's Finest Jazz Club 


Every Thursday's 
got the blues 
at Dave's. 


Call us today 
and make plans 
for a most 
enjoyable evening. 


Call 532-DsAaVeEs 
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Q. Where's the coldest place in the 
world — possibly the universe? 

A. Ina laboratory test tube at the 
University of Colorado, probably. 
Scientists there have taken the 
temperature down to less than a 
millionth of a degree above absolute 
zero. 

More women now watch professional 
football than watch soap operas. 
That flourish people put on the end of 
their signature is called a “paraph,” 
from Greek “para,” meaning “beside.” 
Seven out of ten female physicians 
marry male physicians. 

The nickel content of steel was cut 
down during W.W.II. It never came 
back up. Those who purport to know 
say that’s why pre-war steel was 
better. And why classic cars made 
before that war tend to hold up so 
much longer than later models. 
Frangois de La Rochefoucauld said, 
“Nothing so much prevents our being 
natural as the desire of appearing so.” 


Whales’ songs rhyme. 
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Winter, more than any other season, 
is when individuals ask themselves; 
Where am | going? Who am | working 
for? What do | really want out of life? 
The scholar who reports this adds, 
“winter is the incubator of divorce.” 
The world’s longest official work week 
is in South Korea: 54.8 hours. 
The World Rank Research Team also 
reports that Italians are least likely to 
switch jobs; Americans most likely. 
And they found that to make a car in 
America takes 67.1 people; in Europe 
it takes 14.8; Japan, 11.8. 
President James Garfield named his 
dog “Veto.” 


Clothiers report that 22 percent of 
bachelors sleep in their underwear; 28 
percent of them sleep in the nude. 
To form an opinion about somebody's 
face — is it attractive or not? — all 
you need is one quick glance. Less 
than two-tenths of a second. Re- 
searchers contend that lengthier study 
rarely changes that first impression. 


Lab rats nap ten times a day. 
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FOR COMEDY PATRONS 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
MARCH 26 & 27 @ 8:30 PM 
Impressionist Extraordinaire 

WARREN MACDONALD 


alsoGATHY BYRON and 
BILL BRAUDIS 


FRIDAY, APRIL 2 


One of the Founding Fathers of 
The Boston Comedy Scene 


BOB SEIBLE 


Plus Guests 
SATURDAY, APRIL 3 


from Boston, totally original 


CHRIS MAGUIRE 


DESEO 
EISELE 
NIGHTCLUB 


LIVE MUSIC and|DANCE CLUB 


Dance Club... 


Featuring The Area’s Biggest 
Dance Floor and Best Light Show! 


Wednesda 
DANCING WITH D} 


Thursday 
Eighteen and Over 
DANCING WITH Dj DENNIS R. 
WHMP’s Anne Spenner 
Broadcasting Live 


Friday 
College Night 
DANCING WITH DJ PETE D. 
Playing The Best Current Dance Music 
ee Free Admission before 10pm °° 
e Free All Night with College I.D. © 


Saturda 
THE AREA’S BIGGEST AND BEST 
SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE PARTY 
WITH DJ DAVE 
Playing The Biggest Hits of Today, 

and The Best Hits of The Past 


Live Music... 


Thurs., Mar 25 ° 8:30 pm e 18+ 
CHUCKLEHEAD 
LOUD MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Fri., Mar 26 ° 8:00 pm e° 18+ 
THE SWIRLIES 
CELL 
MORPHINE 


RUBY FALLS 
THE DAM BUILDERS 


Saturday, Mar 27 ¢ 2:00 pm ° 18+ 
Upstairs 
GREEN MAGNET SCHOOL 
THE LYRES 
THE HOLY ROLLERS 
SPRINGHOUSE 
TROJAN PONIES 
Downstairs 
PAJAMA SLAVE DANCERS 
MR. CRANKY 
THE CHEETAHS 
THE RENT PARTY 
Sat., Mar 27 © 8:00 pm © 18+ 
THE DEAD MILKMEN 
THE LUNACHICKS 
OAT PEARL 
EYELID 
Tues., Mar 30 © 8:00 pm e WRSI 
BLACK UHURU 
Andrew Tosh ° Louie Rankin 
Fri., Apr. 2 ¢ 9:00 pm © 18+ 
WMUA presents 
COP SHOOT COP 
Dieselmeat_e Rodan 
Sat., Apr. 3 ¢ 9:00 pm 
MAX CREEK 


DENNIS R. 


Thur., Apr. 8 ° 9pm ¢ 18+ © WRSI 
from New Orleans 


THE RADIATORS 
Fri., Apr. 9 ¢ 9:00 pm 
JOHN SHELDON & BLUE STREAK 


Tickets for all shows available at N’ton 
Box Office: 586-8686, Strawberries, Rap 
City in Brattleboro, For The Recordiin 
Amherst, About Music in Greenfield, & 


Ticket Pro: (800) 828-7089. 
10 Pearl Street, Northampton 


(413) 584-7771 
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Iron Horse: Christopher Hollyday Quartet Vertex: Selectrocution Baystate Hotel: Baystate Cabaret: ple 
THU Popper (record release), Zeke Fiddler, Squeak, Philth Shack Dave's Other Place: Into The Blue City Cafe: DJ 

w/ dance music Pearl Street: Chucklehead Alley Oops: DJ Bobby C--all requests Academy of Music: The 
TWENTYFIVE Crying Game 


Alley Oops: The Boogaloos Dave's Other Place: Sophia Laiti, w/ The Wade Mikkola Quartet City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Huke Lau/Comedy 
Connection: Polynesian Show Hotel Northampton: Mark Malacci, Charlie Schmidt Pearl Street: Loud Music Festival: The Swirlies, Cell, Morphine, 
Ruby Falls, The Dam Builders Iron Horse: Loud Music Festival: Versus, Gobblehoof, Hypno-Lovewheel, Love Child Peking Garden/Humor Works: 
Warren McDonald (Impressionist Extraordinaire), Cathy Byron, Bill Braudis Baystate Hotel: Eve Was Right, New Radiant Storm King Green River 


pe eN TY 21x Cafe: Donna Martin Shea Theater: Pippin Vertex: Slowpoke, Cliffs of Dooreen, Julia Sunflower Academy of Music: The Crying Game 


Vertex: Selectrocution Baystate Hotel: The Equalites, Monghani Green River Cafe: Steve Hurl & The Loiterers Hotel Northampton: Hal Benoit, Chalyce Blair 


Iron Horse: Loud Music Festival: No Safety, Killbilly, Augusta Furnace, Vestrymen, Cul de Sac Pearl Street: Loud Music Festival: (Upstairs @ 2PM) -- Green 
Magnet School, The Lyres, The Holy Rollers, Springhouse, Trojan Ponies; (Downstairs @ 2PM) -- Pajama Slave Dancers, Mr. Cranky, The Cheetahs, The Rent 


fh BS TWENTYSEVEN | Patty; (8 PM) - The Dead Milkmen, The Lunachicks, Oat Pearl, Eyelid Huke Lau/Comedy Connection: Judy Tenuta Wendell Town Hall: The Stevie Sunshine 
é Band Alley Oops: The Boogaloos City Cafe: D) w/ dance music Dave's Other Place: Dan Carberg The Academy of Music: Pioneer Valley Ballet Peking 
Garden/Humor Works: Warren MacDonald (Impressionist Extraordinaire), Cathy Byron, Bill Braudis Shea Theater: Pippin 


Iron Horse: Leo Kottke Green River Cafe: Divine Husbands Academy of Music: The Crying Game Amherst 
College: Ani DiFranco, Jaime Morton 


Baystate Hotel: Blue Monday, w/ Ed Vadas The Academy of Music: The Crying Game Iron Horse: Poetry 
Slam Northampton Center for the Arts: Readers and Writers, Live! (Wally Swift and Andrea Moorhead). Free. 


Iron Horse: Jonathan Richman The Academy of Music: The Crying Game Pearl Street: | 
| J F Tosh, Louie Rankin Green River Cafe: Open Mike reet: Black Uhuru, Andrew 


Vertex: Reggae: New Horizon The Academy of Music: The Crying Game Gr . 
e : 
Blanco & Russ Cobe— jazz Iron Horse: The Rankin Family Baystate Hotel: Mine aes eee 
; : erlan 


Te: 
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Doug Anderson at the North Star, 
reading his poem, “Turner” 


1S) 
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Chong Northampton Center for the Arts: Lea DeLaria (“The Lesbian Lenny Bruce”) in Muff Diva 


CCAD 


CT i 


NS 


Tobey photo 


Vertex: Selectrocution Iron Horse: Gin Blossoms Alley Oops: All Request w/ DJ Bobby C. City Cafe: DJ w/ 


dance music Dave’s Other Place: Arthur James & The Truth Baystate Hotel: April Fools: V Please, The Ri, 


Wedgies (Neil Diamond Tribute), Leo T. Baldwin, Raymond & The Circle, The Coco Puffs The Academy of Ds ete 
Music: The Crying Game Bee 
Baystate Hotel: Big Bad Bollocks Dave’s Other Place: Jamie Herlihy Band Green River Cafe: Julia Burrough 

Alley Oops: Curtis T & The Sellout Pearl Street: Cop Shoot Cop, Dieselmeat, Rodan City Cafe: DJ w/ dance 

music Peking Garden/Humor Works: Bob Seible, plus special guests Vertex: Riders On The Storm (Doors 

tribute) Northampton Center for the Arts: “Everything Reminds Me of My Therapist” Comedian Nancy Tucker 


Alley Oops: Heroes In Trouble Dave's Other Place: Kalimba Island Jazz City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Iron Horse: Cheryl Wheeler, Cosy 


Sheridan Green River Cafe: A la Modal Baystate Hotel: Blood Oranges, The Scuds (tape release) Pearl Street: Max Creek Vertex: : ee 


Selectrocution Amherst College: Spin Doctors Peking Garden/HumorWorks: Chris Maguire Huke Lau/Comedy Connection: Tommy 


Alley Oops: New Country w/ DJ Mike P. Iron Horse: Tony Williams Group Amherst College: James Bien vis 
Keelaghan, Kristina Olsen Northampton Center for the Arts: Lea DeLaria (“The Lesbian Lenny Bruce”) in : 2 
Muff Diva 


Baystate Hotel: Blue Monday, w/ Ed Vadas Iron Horse: Fastbacks, The Mieces, Cheetahs 


Iron Horse: at the club: Willem Breuker Kollektief, at the Academy of Music: Buddy Guy Blues Gala Baystate 
Hotel: Glenn Phillips Band 


¥ 
Bee 


re 
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Iron Horse: PVFS Open Stage Vertex: Reggae: New Horizon 


. 


ate we 
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CHRISTOPHER HOLLYDAY 
& QUARTET 


. LOUD MUSIC FESTIVAL 


\s. VERSUS, GOBBLEHOOF, HYPNO- 
*@ LOVEWHEEL, LOVE CHILD, 


y 
, NO SAFETY, KILLBILLY, AUGUSTA 
Re} FURNACE, VESTRYMEN, CUL DE SAC 
Se Call 585-8835 for Festival Info 


BY 


ARCADIO 
THE TICO TIMES 


jose 
COSTA RICA 


R LEO KOTTKE 


rd 


xe Wimmera aS 


GABLE 

GLOBE AND MAIL 
Toronto 
CANADA 


Fed up with Astrological Horoscopes? Tired of supporting the likes of Jeanne Dixon 
or some parsley-sniffing yahoo living out of a tent in the middle of New Hampshire? 
Well, rest your weary karma and come on over to... 


Madame Tambour™ (1546-1564) believed that the key to our spiritual being lies 
not in the position of some far-away planet at the time of our birth, but instead 
in the background music our parents played while they were busy making us. 
If a listing in Madame Tambour’s Harmon-I-Scope® happens to be your Siring 
Song, then follow her sage advice throughout life and don’t forget to floss regularly. 


The Brady Bunch 


Generation 
———SS 


WHEELER 
Ms plus COSY SHERIDAN 


Generation 


ies FASTBACKS,THE MIECES CHEETAHS 


“Minnie The Moocher” (Cab Calloway) “Yummy Yummy Yummy” i 

Don’t buy stuff from the Home Shopping Senos Well, at least they verre bie Mine Mile a 
Consider running for public office. anything by Mitch Miller ; 
“Breezin’ Along With The Breeze” (Johnny Marvin) Resist at temptation to become a summer 
Gaseous Issuances may not please your spouse. camp counselor and seek professional hel 
Keep ample supply of air freshener close arhand. “The Eve of Destruction (Barry McGuire) 
“Life Is A Song” (Ruth Etting) Don’t be so depressed. Take a vacati 
Possibly, but even the family dog flinches at Get some sunlight and fresh air, Lighten WAL 
your howling. So quit trying to carryatune, okay? gases i ig oun 


The Woodstockt 


‘: PVFS OPEN STAGE Generation 
J or was that Wall Street?) 


20 CENTER STREET “Nuttin’ For Christmas” (Joe Ward) or “Kung Fu Fighting” (Carl Douglas) 


NORTHAMPTON “The Happy Organ” (Dave ‘Baby’ Cortez) You thought Of Human Bondage was a 
Att AGEs Atways. Fut RESTAURANT Cheap puns about sex still make you laugh. Van Damme movie. Cultiv 
‘Kips 5-16: $5 REBATE @ Door Pistol-Packin’ Mama” (Al Dexter) Hot Child In The City” 
e Rae 2 Whatever you do, never go to the Post Office Penchant for “Runnin’ Wild and Lookin’ P. 
+ SMOKE FREE PERFORMANCE ge ioses han of ne Isin the deep South. _is best left une ee 
THE TICKETPHONES-} “Woody Woodpecker” (Kay Kyser) “Sweet Home Alabama” “ ms 
586-8686) | Madame Tambour extends her deepest ee buying th BOW ja Skynyrd) 


sympathies to you and your family. and get a job. ional tapes 


at he Academy of Music... 
san, BUDDY GUY BLUES GALA 


——— 
The Cable-Ready 
Generation 
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CUNTON SURE 

IS SLICK: 

= 'S DoINé AS 
PRESIDENT WHAT 
HE PROMISED 
AS CANDID E./ 
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VIEWS of the WEARLD 


Copyright © 1993, Cartoonists & Writers Syndicate 


| Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


VOTED 
"BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER? 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for 
professional performances 

that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive,and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


*S 
SA Red 


GHALI'S 
BURDEN 


CUMMINGS 
WINNIPEG FREE PRESS 


BOOKSTORE: CAFE 


DOWN CRACKERBARREL ALLEY 


g NORTHAMP 


Vs 


I= 
os 


TUES.-SUNDAY, 8a.m-MIDNIGHT 
~ 586-9969 
NOW SMOKE-FREE AFTER 2 P.M. 


NEW RADICAL BOOKS!! 
ALL MANNER OF USED BOOKS!! 


BESIDES OUR STRONG COFFEE & EDIBLE 
MASTERPIECES 


nb Drs 


NICOLIELO 
SHOPPING NEWS 


HENG ~ 
UANHE ZAOBAO 
Sangapore 
SINGAPORE 


G2 
ly 


Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street ° Northampton, MA 


(413)586-8017 
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Jor Bos Briccs 


Herewe goagainwiththatpesky 
First Amendment. 

A few weeks back, | wrote a 
column about how nobody believes in 
free speech anymore, and how 
Shinehead O'Connor got booed off the 
stage at Madison Square Garden and 
wasn't allowed to finish her set, and how 
the governor of Pennsylvania was 
shouted off the podium at Cooper Union 
by pro-choice zealots, and howthe lead- 
ers of the Ku Klux Klan are always being 
shouted down and denied the chance to 
speak, and how this is not how free 
speech is supposed to work. And then 
| concluded by saying, “Let ’em speak. 


Allof’em. Allthe time. No exceptions. 


that’s America.” 

And | got this flood of mail from 
people disagreeing with this. 

I'm amazed. 

| don’t get it. 

There are evidently people who 
do not believe everyone should be al- 
lowed to speak. And their arguments go 
like this: 

The people who shouted down 
Shinehead O'Connor were simply exer- 
cising their right of free speech. The 
people who made noise and chanted 
slogans until the governor left the stage 
were examples of the First Amendment 
in action. And the guys in Cincinnati 


who ripped down a plain Christian cross 
put up in a public square by the KKK 
were simply “expressing their political 
opinions.” 

The purest example of this ar- 
gument | ever heard came a few years 
back, when the movie “The Last Temp- 
tation of Christ” came out. A fundamen- 
talist church in Mississippi didn't like the 
movie appearing in their town, so they 
bought tickets to every showing, and a 
couple of members stood in the back 
and read scripture loudly so that no one 
in the audience could hear the 
soundtrack. 

I guess, if you were a real First 
Amendment advocate, the best way to 
express that would be to actually unplug 
the microphones of everyone you didn’t 
agree with. 

Actually, | have a better ex- 
ample. The Spanish Inquisition, in the 
name of free speech, used to rip out the 
tongues of heretics. It’s sort of a way of 
saying, “I have the microphone now.” 

There are apparently some 
people who have spent so much time 
listening to FM radio that they actually 
believe silencing another person is an 
act of conscience. 

It's an act of cowardice. 

Getyourownmicrophone. That 
takes courage. 


Whenlusedtoperformin night- 
clubs, there were always a few guys !n 
the audience — drunks, usually — i 
would try to out-yell me. (Not a sma 
idea when | have 940-decibel sound 
system, and they have a vodka-weak- 
ened larynx.) And at first, when this 
would happen, | would actually try to talk 
to them. Nothing ever developed from 
this, except that they would talk more — 
and nothing they said was ever remotely 
funny, or intelligent, or even intelligible. 
Later, lwoulduse themas straight-men. 
No matter what they said, | would put it 
down. The audience seemed to enjoy 
this more — but it was still only slightly 
more exciting than total silence. Finally, 
a comic said to me, “As soon as you 
identify a jerk table, nuke it. That’s the 
only thing that works.” 

What he meant was, either get 
the management to eject the guy, or, if 
you were working in a wimpy place, say 
something so demeaning that the guy 
would shut up. 

And that’s what | did. And they 
did shut up. 

Because they were just like the 
people at Madison Square Garden, and 
at Cooper Union, andinthe public square 
of Cincinnati. They wanted their own 
opinion to take precedence over every- 
thing else in the universe. So this was 


never about conversation. It was never 
about communication. It was a form of 
verbalterrorism. Itwas a play for power, 
These people are not demo- 
cratic Americans. They're Nazis. 


To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, orto get his world-famous 
newsletter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO 
Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob’s 
Fax line is always open: 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT 1993 CREATORS SYN. 
DICATE, INC. 


| Spoleto 
| 50 Main Street 


1 Northampton, MA 


| 586-6313 
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In Test Prep! 


MCAT * GRE e GMAT SAT 


LSAT e 
= 


150 Fearing Street “Amherst 


KAPLAN 


The answer to the test question. 


549-5780 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY 


Earthquakes 
Worldwide seismic activity 
ES rose sharply following an 
unusually quiet period. 
Panic-stricken residents of northern 
Iran spent the night outside following 
a magnitude 4.9 tremor on March 8. 
Artillery-weary survivors in south- 
em Croatia probably didn't notice a 
weak tremor that rumbled beneath 
the region, including the port of Split. 
Earth movements were also felt in 
the Santa Cruz Islands, Nicaragua 
and El Salvador, the Solomon 
Islands, eastern Japan, southern 
Alaska, Southern California, Chesa- 
peake Bay and along the Chile- 
Argentina border. 


Eruptions 
cy Lava rolled down the slopes 
of the Philippines' Mayon 
Volcano and scientists con- 
tinue to warn that an explosive erup- 
tion could occur at any time. Mount 
Pinatubo, about 300 miles to the 
north, registered 30 tremors within 12 
hours, keeping vulcanologists con- 
cerned that it, too, may erupt again. 
New Zealand scientists warned that 
a swarm of quakes on Raoul Island, 
560 miles northeast of the country, 
indicated that a volcano on the un- 
inhabited island may soon awaken. 


Great Tides 

A rare combination of the 
ya the moon's proximity, and 

its position relative to the 
sun, brought expectations of the 
greatest astronomical tides since 
1918. Tourists flocked to Mont Saint- 
Michel Island off the northern Brittany 
coast to watch the phenomenon. "It's 
a spectacle you have to witness at 
least once in your life. The sea roars 
in as fast as a galloping horse," said 
an official at the island's town hall. 


Nor'easter 
e At least five deaths were 
blamed on a ferocious 
storm that lashed the north- 


eastern U.S. with high winds, torren- 
tial rains, ice, snow and high tides. 


Winter 

Snowstorms continued to 

sweep across eastern and 

southern parts of Romania 
and northeastern Bulgaria, causing 
their governments to meet in emer- 
gency session, and their armies to be 
mobilized to fight the disaster. All 
forms of transport came to a halt as 
high winds caused huge snowdrifts to 
block roads, runways, rail lines and 
even ports. One farmer asked for help 
in rescuing 40,000 day-old chicks by 
moving them to a warmer place. 


Drought's End 

Widespread rain over most 

of Southern Africa this sea- 

son is expected nearly to 
double the harvest of maize, boost- 
ing hopes for a strong recovery after 
last year's catastrophic drought. But 
it still won't be enough to feed the 
region. Farmers in Angola have been 
forced to abandon their crops 
because of the resumed civil war, 
while Mozambique still has not recov- 
ered from 16 years of strife. 


Za 
Flooding 
pape The worst flooding to strike 
Peay Nebraska in 15 years 
closed a stretch of interstate 

highway and swamped farmland 
after melting snow and ice-jams 
forced rivers over their banks. 
Agriculture officials warned that crop 
damage along the flooded Gila River 
in western Arizona could reach $200 
million. 


Ozone Hole 

Greenpeace . announced 
that damage to the protec- 
Up tive layer of stratospheric 
ozone reached new record highs 
over five northern-hemisphere coun- 
tries this winter. Finland and Sweden 
recorded levels 40 percent below 
normal, while Canada showed a 25 
percent decrease. 


Tropical Storm 
Weak cyclone  Hutelle 
brought heavy rain to 
Mozambique during its brief 
life in the western Indian Ocean. 


’ Ust-Karsk, 
Russia £ 


By Steve Newman 


For the week ending } 
March 12, 1993 
: ©1993 Chronicle Saale 


Earth Prayers 
To the chant of “Moooo- 
aaahhhmmm," the 16th 
Annual Meeting of Mexican 
Witches and Warlocks attempted to 
contact the spirit of Mother Earth, and 
help her cleanse the vexing layer of 
smog that chokes residents of Mex- 
ico City. "We believe that the Earth 
has a spirit, and we've come here to 
communicate with her," said bearded 
warlock Antonio Vazquez Alba. 
“We've come here to give her a kiss, 
ahug, and promise to be betterinhab- 
itants of this planet." Clad in flowing 
white robes, the group stood barefoot 
in a circle beside a freeway, and 
breathed deeply as traffic belched 
exhaust into an already soupy after- 
noon sky. They also used potions and 
“aroma therapy" to empower their 
white magic. 


Additional Sources: Southem African Devel- 
opment Community, Meteo France forecast 
office at Reunion, U.S. Earthquake Information 
Service, U.S. Climate Analysis Center and the 
World Meteorological Organization. 


neal orn Al and 


MN 


You'll Feel! Great 
After Soaking 
ina Hot Tub at 


ey 


, 
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Pad Thai? 
A traditional Thai rice 
noodle dish offered with a 
_ choice of tofu, $5.00 
chicken, $6.00 
or pork, $6.75 


Free Delivery (:7* Minimum) 
31 Boltwood Walk * Amherst 


20) grea -9200 

Rif, from South Hadley, writes, “Nothing beats being 3 ) : 
In a tropical paradise and reading The Valley Comic News. . ee WS 
Except maybe finding out that you folks back home are being 
blasted by blizsarddvfed edie f nobies 264784 eiaisO 


A 
HEAVEN 
"a HOT TUBS "6 
ay > 


Por Reservations ¢ 586-6843 
33: West St. ¢ Northampton 


THE FAR SIDE 


. EEA Z Se 


“Boy, everyone's really out wandering the “Well, the defendant and I_had made this deal in which Unbeknownst to most students of psychology, 


streets tonight. ... | tell you, Charles, we’re getting _we both prospered....One of those ‘you-scratch-me- Pavlov’s first experiment was to ring a bell and 
to be real home zombies.” behind-my-ears-I'll-scratch-you-behind-yours’ cause his dog to attack Freud's cat. 
: arrangements.” 


QUICK MOVERS 
DOES RUBBISH 
KEMOYVAL! 


Calls Returned ANYTIME e 24 Hours/Day e 7 Days/Week 


(413)253-7777\| 
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“And then wham! This thing just came 
right out of left field.” 


7 


A OO yd 3 
VES LOOP AE 

Several times more dangerous than his 

__ African cousin, the junkyard rhino offers the 


ultimate in property protection. 


“Dang! ... Stiff neck!” 


(© 3987 FarWorks, inc Dectriwted by Ureversal Press Syndicate 


Crossing paths on their respective journeys of destiny, 
Johnny Appleseed and Irving Ragweed nod “hello.” 


Through mostly grunts and exaggerated gestures, 
two fishermen/gatherers attempt to communicate. 


Jurassic calendars 


scat 


N95) faWorns tne (Dest uted by Urevertai Press Sym 


“It’s time we face reality, my friends. ... 
We're not exactly rocket scientists.” 


OM fartrats ic Dsrduted Dy Ureveraa Pies Sypcae 
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Leold at 15 


by Roger&Salem Salloom 


MOMS MIONIGHT 
REASSURANCES 
ARE NEVER VERY 
REASSURING, 


Do YOU THINK LOVE \S 
NOTHING BUT A Bea 
CTION DESIGNED 
be MAKE SURE OUR 
GENES GET 
PASSED ON ? 


MoM! WAKE UP/ 


| think most guys are 
COME QUICK.’ 


_ convinced that if they could have 
only 1 hour with a tough 
unaffectionate girl in a dark room 
on a couch they could solve all of 
HET. PT ODIGI Sec eotecazveseves 


rest of the world's too. 


WELL, MAYBE | I THINK 

"NORMAL" IS | WE'D KNOW 

TOO STRONG | NORMAL \F 
WE SAW IT. 


WH, WHAT A DN! UP AT 
an A \O-MILE QUN IN 
THE SLEET, AND WOW A 
Bic BOWL OF PLAIN OATMEAL! 
HOW I LOVE THE CRAZY 
HEDONISM OF WEEKENDS / 


| know some girls who. are 
willing to let them try. 


You LIVE WITH YOUR 
PARENTS AND THATS ALL 
YOU KNOW. YOU GROW UP 
THINKING WHATEVER 
THEN Do \S 
“NORMAL” 


WHEN You'RE A KID, You 
DONT HAVE. MUCH 
VARIETY OF 
EXPERIENCE. 


© 1993 Wattersor/Distnibuted by Universal Press Syndicate 


I PONT WANT TO GET UP. 
I DONT WANT TO SET 
DRESSED. I DONT WANT 
TO WAIT FoR THE BUS. 


I DONT WANT To GO To | I DONT WANT TO STUDY. | How WAS 
SCHOOL. I DONT WANT | T DONT WANT ANY TESTS. | YouR DAY? 
JO LISTEN To THE T DONT WANT ANY ~ IT PITCHED 
TEACHER . HOMEWORK . “ J A PERFECT 
f NO-HITTER, 


De not distarly, 


Ben n Ys Place 


‘ World peace 
IN- our - Lifetime : 


Bea pUAS Ssaiq IRSIAAUN AQ paiIngunguosioulyA CE5h 


YoU KNOW, THERE MUST BE 
THOUSANDS OF ANIMAL SPECIES, 
AND OF ALL OF THEM, 9 
HUMANS WEAR CLOTHES. 


ISNT THAT WEIRD? I WONDER 
WHY OTHER ANIMALS DONT 
WEAR CLOTHES. 


IF. OUR NAKED —-.\ OUR BUTTS 
PINK BUTTS SHOWED, } ARE JUST 
WE PROBABLY WOULD. 


Om KS 


©1999 WatterSen/Distributed by Universal Press Synde2%9 


LETS JUST LEAVE 
IT THAT I'M DONE. 


I'M GOING } ARE YoU DONE 
OUTSIDE. 


WS 
you READY 
THAT. WHOLE 
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OVEDWPUAS Ssaig PSIOAUN AQ Pa;NquinguoWsLeAA CEGL 


LOOK AT THESE TY 
COMMERCIALS. EACH ONE 
{S A JUMBLE OF LIGHTNING 
QUICK, UNRELATED IMAGES 
AND FILM TECHNIQUES. 


MISS WORMWOOD, I 
PROTEST THIS "C" GRADE! 
THAT'S SAYING I ONLY 
DID AN "AVERAGES JOB! 


HISTORY WILL THANK ME 
“ PING THIS JOURNAL 
T SUCH A YOUNG AGE. 


TL BET SOME = 
KIDS WALK THAT WAS A 
AROUND CORNERS | ROTTEN TRICK. 
WITHOUT EVEN 

THINKING = | 
ABOUT IT. 


GRAVITY MUST 
PULL ESPECIALLY 
HARD ON TIGERS. 


THATS AN IMPRESSION 
WE LIKE TO CULTIATE. 


OVRAPUAS SSB/q [PSIOAIUN AQ PAINGuISIQUOSIINTAA C661 


IT DUPLICATES THE EFFECT || I GUESS THENRE ADMITTING 
OF RAPIDIN FLIPPING THROUGH | | THAT A (S-SCCOND COMMERCIAL 
CHANNELS. ITS A BARRAGE |] EXCEEDS THE AMERICAN 
2. OF NON-LINEAR |] ATTENTION SPAN BY A GOOD |. 
14 SECONDS. 


HUH? ARE YOU 
STILL TALKING 
ABUT THAT ? 


ANC ‘SS ‘hee 
PEN VD VPA lies 
Nie SO 


SURE. SCIENTISTS COME | FOR EXAMPLE, SCIENTISTS 
UP WITH GREAT, WILD THINK SPACE {S FULL OF 
THEORIES, RUT MYSTERIOUS, INVISIBLE MASS, 
THEN THEY GIVE} So WHAT DO THEY CALL ITP 
THEM DULL, | “DARK MATTER’! DUKH! 
UNIMAGINATIVE | I TELL YOU, THERES A 
FORTUNE TO BE MADE 


FIND ME SOME 
SCIENTISTS ? 


1993 Watterson Distnbuted by Universal Press Synd:cate 


T THINK (TS REALWN GROSS 
HOW SHE DRINKS MAALOX 
STRAIGHT FROM THE 


I WONT STAND FOR THIS 
ARTIFICIAL STANDARD OF 
PERFORMANCE ! T DEMAND 


I GOT 75% OF THE ANSWERS 
CORRECT, AND IN TODAY'S 
SOCIETY, DOING SOMETHING 


75% RIGAT \S OUTSTANDING /] | AN “A” FOR THIS KIND OF fs BOTTLE. 
\F GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY : | 
WERE 757 COMPETENT, WED Ff 
BE ECSTATIC! ps it 4 
8 
as i — - 32¢ weal 


AS ONE OF THOSE RARE THINK OF (T/ A PRICELESS 
INDIVIDUALS DESTINED FOR | HISTORICAL DOCUMENT IN 
TRUE GREATNESS, THIS RECORD | THE MAKING ! WON ! 
OF MY THOUGHTS AND 
CONNICTIONS WILL PROVIDE 
INVALUABLE INSIGHT INTO 
BUDDING GENIUS. 
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TM & © 1993 Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc All rights reserved. 


FOR PUNISHER COMICS, 


TRADE PAPERBACKS 
AND GRAPHIC NOVELS, 
SET YOUR SIGHTS ON 


Cressraads Comées 


The Best In 


Comics © Back Issues © Role Playing and Strategy 
Games © Lead Figures & Paints © Sports Cards 
Video Rental Specializing in American and 

- Japanese Animation 


We Special Order Comics & Games 
We Buy Used Comics & Games 


10-20% Discount On Our 
Dependable Comic Subscriptions 


We Have Gift Certificates 


Comics & Games 
A8 North Pleasant Street 


(next to Fire Station) 


(413)253-3480 


Hours: 11AM-7PM Monday-Saturday 
11AmM-5PM Sunday 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


The storm of the century had just rounded Georgia and 
was barreling north as Iawoke in Massachusetts. It was 5 AM, and 
I was scheduled to fly out of Bradley at 6:30, land in Baltimore at 
7:30,andconnect witha flight that would have mein Charlottesville, 
VA by 9 AM. The TV that moming offered only two choices, 
weatherorinfo-mercials. By surfing through the channels quickly 
enough, I was able to get the impression that Jack LaLanne looks 
so good because he treats his skin with Ron Popeil’s beef jerky 
machine. ; 

The weather reporters were orgasmically detailing the 
scope and path of this mother-of-all storms with an intensity not 
seen in forecasting circles since the Oracle Channel on Pompeii 
Cable predicted the eruption of Vesuvius. (No one mentioned the 
father-of-all-storms. There must be a father because someone 
obviously screwed Mother Nature). 

Sipping my coffee in front of the TV, I watched pictures 
of T-shirt-clad children in Alabama frolic in less snow than you 
see in a souvenir snow-dome, throwing pathetic snowballettes at 
each other while sliding on cardboard sleds. Their snowmen were 
three-dimensional stick figures. 

Driving down Interstate 91 towards my date with dan- 
ger, I glanced at houses all snug and stocked to the eaves with — 
hoarded essentials. I envied the people inside, nestled amidst their 
blankets, batteries and bread. The supermarket frenzy of the day 
before was caused, notso much by the predictions of storm doom, 
as by the success of the film, Alive. People have a hard enough 
time deciding WHERE to eat, never mind WHOM. 

Arriving at the airport, I was surprised to see so many 
people with bad skin and shorts until I remembered it was the 
beginning of spring break. Most of these travelers had started 
partying 12 hours earlier, and the phrase, “I’ll sleep on the plane,” 
was still stuck to their furry tongues. All flights south of Washing- 
ton DC. had been canceled, causing inert panic in these wilted 
flowers of an American generation. My Baltimore Oriole, how- 
ever, was still set to soar and boarding began for our flight. I'll 
admit that Geography wouldn’t be my first category choice on 
Jeopardy, but I do have a fair sense of where Baltimore is on a 
map: in the vicinity of snowed-in New York, Philadelphia, and 
Washington, and no flights were headed there. How come we 
were going? 

I’mconvinced the metal detectors at the airport have a 
power to inject into each of us small doses of optimism and large 
doses of trust in authority. How else to explain the confidence we 
place in people who workat an airport? And it’snot just the pilots. 
One young woman from the Smith College tennis team asked the 
gate attendant if the team would beable to getto San Juan that day. 
Now, I had seen this guy put the wrong end of the phone to his 
mouth as he announced the flight, so I didn’t think he’d know 
much about the path of the storm of the century, the constantly 
shifting upper atmosphere winds and their effects on aviation 
pattems. But, I erred. “Sure,” he said without hesitation. “If this 
plane takes off, it means everything’s OK. Besides, those weather 
folks are always wrong.” ie 

He’s night, I thought. They are always wrong. Anyway, 
they wouldn’tlet this man have such an important job if he wasn’t 
an expert. He gets messages on that phone from command central 
all the time and they definitely know what’s going on. I mean the 
pilotsand attendants wouldn’t geton the plane if they thoughtthey 
were going to die, would they? 

The plane was being de-iced as I got on board, making 
me feel like I was ina scene from the movie, Car Wash. Looking 

_ at the other passengers, I noticed an elderly lady who looked like 

Helen Hayes, making me feel like I was in a scene from Airport. 

I made it to Baltimore, where I was snowed in for two days, but 

that’s astory for another time. Meanwhile, read the first act of The 

Hot L Baltimore. 
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1 AND ALL THE OTHER 

KIPS LAUGHED AT ME! 

A TEACHER ISN'T SUPPOSED 
70.00 THAT ANYMORE! 


THING HAPPEN KEPT ASKING 
IN SCHOOL TODAY? THE BOYS ALL 


YOU'RE RIGHT, WHENS 
SUGAR, Ii — CLINTON 
SURPRISED  GOINGTO 
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AND THE KIDS LAUGHING 


AT YOU DOESN'T MEAN WHENT WAS WHENTUAS 


YOUR AGE— YOUR AGE -YE5, 
YES I KNOW, I KNOW TIMES: 


CAN BE 
UNKIND, LISTEN, ~ 


SURE. EXCEPT OUR DAUGHTER. 
HAS JUST ANNOUNCED SHE 5 
d "A TINY SPECK 


7 OF DIRT.” 


WELL, SEE? YOU 
WERE JUST HAVING 
A BAD DAY YESTER- 
DAY. EVERYBODY HAS 
A BAD DAY SOME- 
bec EVEN DADDY! 


HEY, LOOK WHOS UP! 
ING BETTER. 
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YOU CAN SPEAK. 
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HERE! LISTEN, I SANTA MONICAZ 
ON MY WAY TO DO YOU'VE BEEN 

GETTING CALLS... 
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ACTUALLY, DADDY HAS 5M 
ALL THE TIME! IN FACT, DADDY 
HASN'T HADA GOOD DAY 

SINCE HE LOST HIS JOBA 


YUP! HE WANTED 70 WELL 
BUST ME, BUT BOOPSIE ID : 
INTERVENED GOOD 

ee ARE HARD 


/FONE OF THE PATIENTS SEEMS 
LIKE HE COULD USE SOME COM- 
PANY, THEN BY ALL MEANS, 
HANG FORA WHILE. YOU SHOULD 
GE ee THE ROUTE BY NOON. 


THE NEW MAN? 
HES SOLOING? 
BUT HES NEVER 
WORKED WITH 
AIDS PEOPLE 


WwW 
SENSITIVITY. 
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UM... SURE, I 
COULD GOFOR 
A SALAD, AND 
ANICE GLASS 
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QUT PLAY- 
ING TENNIS. 
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MAKE IT YOURSELF 


180 MAIN STREET 
(corner Old South St & Main) 

NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 
& 413 -585 -0815 
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Don’t be a fool, 
Dance your way to 
Smoke ‘ Ae Leathe: 
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(203) 749-9614 
348 HAZARD AVE. ENFIELD, CT 
2.5 MILES FROM EXIT 47E OFF RT. 9] 


